
LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
Agenda Item Summary 

 

MEETING DATE:  August 10, 2004  AGENDA ITEM NO.:  14 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION:   X INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  Amend Chapter 7, Article III, Impoundment, of the Lynchburg City Code Regarding  
            Impoundment of Animals at the Lynchburg Humane Society 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
City Council amend the City Code to increase fees charged for the impoundment of animals at the Lynchburg 
Humane Society and align this section of the Code with the Agreement and Lease between the Humane 
Society and the City and with actual practices.  
 
SUMMARY:  
 
The Lynchburg Humane Society requests that Council consider increasing reclamation fees from $15 for the 
first day of impoundment to $17.50; and increase fees for each succeeding day of impoundment from $5.00 to 
$7.50  (Chapter 7, Article III, Section 7-79).  Actual costs are in excess of $8 per day. Most kennels charge in 
excess of $10 per day.  The Humane Society is hopeful that the increased fee will be an incentive to owners to 
get  to the shelter to pick up their animal more quickly rather than “waiting for the  weekend” or “waiting until 
they come back from vacation” as they sometimes do now.    
 
The Humane Society asks that Section 7-81 be deleted as this is not consistent with current practice.  Current 
practice at the Humane Society is that a custodian or person who has found a dog must meet adoption 
requirements and pay the appropriate fees.  
 
In addition, and consistent with the Agreement and Lease that the City has with the Humane Society, “all 
reclamation fees shall be retained by the Society to be applied toward the cost of operating the shelter.”  The 
Lease and Agreement also states that “The Society will retain and apply toward the expense of operating the 
shelter all adoption fees, citizens’ donations toward shelter operations, service fees received, and other 
revenues, which both the society and the City may agree shall be retained by the Society.”  As a result, it is 
recommended that Section 7-82, Disposition of Funds be deleted.  
 
In accordance with the Agreement and Lease signed in March, 2001, the City pays the Lynchburg Humane 
Society $76,000 annually.  The City also funds the water, sewer, electric and telephone utility bills as well as 
monthly pest control services which are approximately $18,000 - $20,000 a year.  
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  Agreement and Lease between the City and the Lynchburg Humane Society, 
                                  March 28, 2001  
  
BUDGET IMPACT:  Not applicable  
 
CONTACT(S):   
 
Bonnie Svrcek, Deputy City Manager  847.1443 ext. 224 
Julie Passmore, President, Lynchburg Humane Society, 522.7565 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  An ordinance amending Article III, Chapter 7 of the City Code  
           Agreement and Lease between the City and the Lynchburg Humane Society  
 
REVIEWED BY:  lkp 



 
ORDINANCE 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REENACT SECTION 7-79 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
LYNCHBURG, 1981, THE AMENDED SECTION RELATING TO THE FEES CHARGED FOR THE 
IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS AT THE LYCHBURG ANIMAL SHELDTER AND TO AMEND AND REENACT 
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG BY REPEALING SECTIONS 7-81 AND 7-82, THE REPEALED 
SECTIONS RELATING TO THE REDEMPTION OF DOGS BY SOMEONE OTHER THAN THE OWNER AND 
THE DISPOSITION OF THE FEES COLLECTED FOR THE IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LYNCHBURG: 
 
1.  That Section 7-79 of the Code of the City of Lynchburg, 1981, be and the same is hereby amended and 
reenacted as follows:  
 
Sec. 7-79.  Fees. 
 
The following fees shall be charged for the impoundment of any animal under the provisions of this article:  
 
(a)  For the first day of impoundment, or fraction thereof                        $ 15.00 17.50 
 
(b)  For each succeeding day of impoundment, or fraction thereof              5.00   7.50   
 
The above fees shall be in addition to any fine or other penalty for the violation of this chapter.   
 
 
2.  That the Code of the City of Lynchburg, 1981, be and the same is hereby amended and reenacted by 
repealing Sections 7-81 and 7-82. 
 
Sec. 7-81.  Redemption by person other than owner. 
 
A custodian of a dog or individual who has found a dog may qualify as owner and may claim the dog by 
expressing his desire in writing to claim the dog at the expiration of the five (5) day period set out herein, after 
payment of the required license fee.  Provided, however, in the event the rightful owner shall claim such dog at 
any time, the custodian or finder shall relinquish possession of such dog to the rightful owner.   
 
Sec. 7-82.  Disposition of funds. 
 
All moneys received and collected under the provisions of this article shall be deposited in the general fund of 
the city. 
 
 
3.  That this ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified:      
        Clerk of Council 
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